
Historical Fiction 
for Kids 

Reading takes you to the past with these 
reads!  

G a l e s b u r g  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  
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Chapter Books 

 
Books arranged by 
historical setting in 
chronological order 
 
A Single Shard 
JFIC PARK, LINDA SUE 
(1170s Korea) 
 
The Mad Wolf’s Daughter 
JFIC MAGRAS, DIANE 
(1210 Scotland) 
 
The Door in the Wall 
JFIC DE ANGELI, M. 
(14th century England) 
 
A Ceiling Made of Eggshells 
JFIC LEVINE, GAIL  
(15

th
 century Spain) 

 
Blue Birds 
JFIC ROSE, CAROLINE 
(1580s Roanoke Island) 
 
The Witch of Blackbird Pond 
JFIC SPEARE, ELIZABETH 
(1687 Connecticut) 
 
The Marvels 
JFIC SELZNICK, BRIAN 
(1766 England) 
 
The True Confessions of 
Charlotte Doyle 
JFIC AVI 
(1832 at sea) 
 
 
 

Heart of a Samurai: Based 
on the True Story of Manjiro 
Nakahama 
JFIC PREUS, MARGI 
(1841 Japan) 
 
Elijah of Buxton 
JFIC CURTIS, 
CHRISTOPHER 
(1859 Canada) 
 
I Survived the Battle of 
Gettysburg, 1863 
JFIC TARSHIS, LAUREN 
(1863 Pennsylvania) 
 
May B.: A Novel 
JFIC ROSE, CAROLINE 
(1870s Kansas) 
 
Sarah, Plain and Tall 
JFIC MACLACHLAN, P. 
(1890s Midwest) 
 
The Trouble with May Amelia 
JFIC HOLM, JENNIFER 
(1900 Washington) 
 
Lines of Courage 
JFIC NIELSEN, JENNIFER 
(1914-1918 Europe / Asia) 
 
The Secret of Nightingale 
Wood 
JFIC STRANGE, LUCY 
(1919 England) 
 
Beyond the Bright Sea 
JFIC WOLK, LAUREN 
(1925 Massachusetts) 
 
 



The Invention of Hugo Cabret 
JFIC SELZNICK, BRIAN 
(1931 Paris) 
 
Stella by Starlight 
JFIC DRAPER, SHARON 
(1932 North Carolina) 
 
Full of Beans 
JFIC HOLM, JENNIFER 
(1934 Florida) 
 
When the World was Ours 
JFIC KESSLER, LIZ 
(1936 Vienna) 
 
Moon Over Manifest 
JFIC VANDERPOOL, C. 
(1936 Kansas) 
 
When the Sky Falls 
JFIC EARLE, PHIL 
(1941 London) 
 
Ahimsa 
JFIC KELKAR, SUPRIYA 
(1941 India) 
 
Paper Wishes 
JFIC SEPAHBAN, LOIS 
(1942 California) 
 
Number the Stars 
JFIC LOWRY, LOIS 
(1943 Denmark) 
 
Hero on a Bicycle 
JFIC HUGHES, SHIRLEY 
(1944 Italy) 
 
 
 

The Bookshop of Dust and 
Dreams 
JFIC THOMPSON, MINDY 
(1944 New York) 
 
The War That Saved My Life 
JFIC BRADLEY, KIMBERLY 
(1940s England) 
 
Breaking Stalin’s Nose 
JFIC YELCHIN, EUGENE 
(1940s Moscow) 
 
On the Wings of Heroes 
JFIC PECK, RICHARD 
(1940s Illinois) 
 
The Lions of Little Rock 
JFIC LEVINE, KRISTIN 
(1958 Arkansas) 
 
Paperboy 
JFIC VAWTER, VINCE 
(1959 Memphis) 
 
My Brigadista Year 
JFIC PATERSON, K. 
(1961 Cuba) 
 
Countdown 
JFIC WILES, DEBORAH 
(1962 Maryland) 
 
The Watsons Go to 
Birmingham 
JFIC CURTIS, CHRISTOPHER 
(1963 Alabama) 
 
Root Magic 
JFIC ROYCE, EDEN 
(1963 South Carolina) 
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The Long Ride 
JFIC BUDHOS, MARIA 
(1971 New York) 
 
Orange for the Sunsets 
JFIC ATHAIDE, TINA 
(1972 Uganda) 
 
Inside Out & Back Again 
JFIC LAI, THANHHA 
(1975 Vietnam & Alabama) 
 
Missing Pieces of Me 
JFIC VAN LEEUWEN, J 
(1980s Oklahoma) 
 
The Story that Cannot Be 
Told 
JFIC KRAMER, J. KASPER 
(1989 Romania) 
 
World in Between 
JFIC TREBINCEVIC, K. 
(1990s Bosnia) 
 
Playing Atari with Saddam 
Hussein 
JFIC ROY, JENNIFER 
(1991 Iraq) 
 
Shooting Kabul 
JFIC SENZAI, N.H. 
(2001 San Francisco) 


