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Calendar
• July 2       Fandom Friday: Minions
• July 3       Nerf Party in the Park
• July 3       Summer Reading Grand Finale
• July 8       Career Workshop
• July 8       Teen Advisory Board
• July 8       Green Screen Photo Party
• July 13     Tuesday Book Club
• July 15     Thursday Book Club
• July 14     Water Balloon Havoc
• July 16     Free Movie: The Courier
• July 17     Mark Twain Zephyr Presentation
• July 19     Adult Coloring
• July 20     Movie Club
• July 22     Food For Thought
• July 22     Dungeons & Dragons Online
• July 22     Buzzwords
• July 30     Tome Raiders
• Aug 10     Tuesday Book Club
• Aug 12     Thursday Book Club
• Aug 13     Free Movie: French Exit
• Aug 17     Movie Club
• Aug 19     Teen Advisory Board
• Aug 19     DIY Jewelry Making
• Aug 19     Buzzwords
• Aug 20     Tome Raiders
• Aug 26     Food For Thought
• Aug 26     Dungeons & Dragons Online
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Off the Shelf
The library will be closed on Monday, July 5. Have a safe and fun holiday weekend!

Send us Your Names!
The new library will feature twelve writers’ 
names inscribed on the outside of our 
building. We would like you to tell us who 
you think we should include. Authors must 
have made a positive cultural impact on 
the United States through their writing 
and be no longer living. Special consider-
ation will be given to those who have lived 
in Illinois and have led exemplary lives. 
The group of names should represent the 
diversity of our community and of the 
library’s collection.

Scan this QR code to 
submit your suggested 
name, or fill out a paper 
form at the library.

Happy Retirement, Nancy!

What inspired you to support the library and library foundation?
“People often select their communities based on the schools and the libraries. 
Galesburg has a good school system and the potential for a great library. We honor 
and celebrate books. With two colleges in our small town, we value learning and

To read more about Naomi’s memories of the library and her hopes for the new 
library, go to the Foundation’s website, http://thegplf.org/naomi_law/.

We’re so glad that you’ve stuck with us during the pandemic. To show our 
appreciation, we’re happy to announce that Galesburg Public Library is now 
officially fine free! So if life gets a little crazy and you turn your items in late, you 
won’t owe any overdue fines. (We do still charge for a replacement if that item 
never makes it back to us, though.)

But why? Overdue fines are such a small portion of library revenue – we certainly 
won’t be funding the new building that way! But in all seriousness, overdue fines 
impede the fulfillment of our mission statement, which is “To serve the community 
as a general center of information, and to provide opportunity and encouragement 
for people to use its services and materials to meet their educational, personal, 
professional, recreational and cultural needs.”

GPL Is Fine Free!

Congratulations and thank you to Nancy Terpening, technical 
services supervisor, on more than 33 years of service. Nancy 
began her work at the library doing data entry in the Technical 
Services department in February 1988. She moved up to 
library aide and then library assistant before being promoted 
to head of the department in 1998. Nancy also filled in as 
interim director on multiple occasions. Nancy is known to lend 
an encouraging word and a non-judgmental ear to other 
library staff, and her good humor, calm demeanor, and 
thoughtful actions will be missed. Please join us to celebrate Nancy’s retirement 
on Wednesday, August 25, from 2:00-4:00 PM upstairs at the library.

Foundation Spotlight: Naomi Law

education. When I returned to Galesburg, one of the 
first invitations I received was from the then Library 
Director. It was an invitation to serve on the Galesburg 
Public Library Foundation Board. One of my best 
decisions was when I agreed and soon was in the 
position of President of that Board. There, I met some of 
the most sincere, kind, and dedicated folks. We worked 
hard, made some changes, raised a little money, and 
moved us all a little closer to seeing the dream of a new 
library come to fruition.”
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JULY BOOK CLUBS

Copies of the books are available for checkout.

Tuesday/Thursday Book Discussions
Tuesday, July 13, 1:00 AM at the library
Thursday, July 15, 6:30 PM at the library
Over the past twenty years in Chicago, 14,033 people have 
been killed and another 60,000 wounded by gunfire.  What 
does that do to the spirit of individuals and community? In 
An American Summer, Alex Kotlowitz set out to chronicle one 
summer in the city, writing about those who have emerged 
from the violence, whose stories capture the capacity—and 
the breaking point—of the human heart and soul. 

The Tuesday discussion will take place in person in the 
library’s upstairs meeting room. The Thursday discussion will 
take place in the library’s Storybook Garden over pizza. 

Buzzwords Book Discussion
Thursday, July 22, 6:00 PM in the Storybook Garden
In Anxious People by Fredrik Backman, 
apartment shopping becomes a life-or-
death situation when a failed bank robber 
bursts into an open house and takes 
everyone hostage, leading eight extremely 
anxious strangers to find they have more in 
common than they ever imagined. Pizza 
from baked will be provided. Registration 
not necessary but suggested.

Food for Thought Book Club
Thursday, July 22, 11:30 AM in the Storybook Garden
Midnight in Chernobyl by Adam Higginbotham is the 
definitive, dramatic untold story of the Chernobyl nuclear 
power plant disaster of April 1986, based on original 
reporting and new research. Join a discussion in the library’s 
Storybook Garden. Feel free to bring your own food.

Tome Raiders Sci-Fi/Fantasy Book Club
Friday, July 30, 6:00 PM in the Storybook Garden
In The Last Smile in Sunder City by Luke 
Arnold, a former soldier turned P.I. tries to 
help the fantasy creatures whose lives he 
ruined in a world that’s lost its magic. 
Welcome to Sunder City: The magic is 
gone but the monsters remain. Join a 
discussion in the library’s Storybook 
Garden. Feel free to bring your own food. 

AUGUST BOOK CLUBS

Please check our website or contact the library closer to 
the date regarding the discussion location.

Tuesday/Thursday Book Discussions
Tuesday, Aug. 10, 1:00 PM upstairs at the library
Thursday, Aug. 12, 6:30 PM, location TBD
In Holdout by Graham Moore, young juror Maya is convinced 
that an African American high school teacher is innocent of 
killing the wealthy white student with whom he appeared to 
have been involved and persuades her fellow jurors likewise. 
Ten years later, a true-crime docuseries reassembles the 
jurors, and Maya, now a defense attorney, must prove her 
innocence when one of them is found dead in Maya’s room. 

Buzzwords Book Discussion
Thursday, Aug. 19, 6:00 PM, location TBD
There There by Tommy Orange follows twelve characters 
from Native communities, all traveling to the Big Oakland 
Powwow, all connected in ways they may not yet realize. 

Tome Raiders Sci-Fi/Fantasy Book Club
Friday, Aug. 20, 6:00 PM, location TBD
Meet the mysterious Mr. Harley Quin, a man with an almost 
supernatural flair for appearing on the scene just when he 
is needed to assist in finding the truth behind remarkable 
crimes. A fantastical creation of Agatha Christie, we’ll read 12 
short stories about him in The Mysterious Mr. Quin. 

Food for Thought Book Club
Thursday, Aug. 26, 11:30 AM, location TBD
Hungry Hearts: 13 Tales of Food & Love, edited by Elsie 
Chapman, is a stunning collection of short stories about 
the intersection of family, culture, and food. The collection 
explores the many meanings food can take on beyond mere 
nourishment.

OTHER ADULT PROGRAMS

Career Workshop
Thursday, July 8, 6:30 PM on Zoom
Rob Barnett, author of the book Next Job, Best Job, is a 
headhunter, entrepreneur, producer, and podcaster. He has 
discovered and hired hundreds of talented people in senior 
management roles at MTV, VH1, Audible/Amazon and as 
the former President of Programming for CBS Radio. He will 
present on finding a job you love and work you deserve. He’ll 
review key elements of the job search, including building 
your confidence, finding the companies you want to target, 
how to navigate LinkedIn and Zoom, and mastering of social 
media. Free. Email reference@galesburglibrary.org or check 
the Facebook event to get the Zoom link.
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Fandom Friday: Minions
Friday, July 2, 2:00-3:30 PM
Join us outside in the Storybook Garden for crafts, activities, 
and more, all centered around Minions. Masks required for 
everyone aged 3 and up. Fandom Fridays are open to fans of 
all ages, including adults. 

Summer Reading Grand Finale
Saturday, July 3, 2:00-3:00 PM
It’s the final day of our Summer Reading program! At 2:00 PM, 
we’ll announce the summer reading grand prize winners in our 
kids, teen, and adult programs. Stay afterwards to make some 
art with us and grab a sweet treat to go.

Adult Programs 
Continued
Mark Twain Zephyr Presentation & Book Signing
Saturday, July 17, 10:00 AM, Sanderson Room
Robert Tabern, Director of Passenger Development at 
Wisconsin Great Northern Railroad, will join us as part of the 
Mark Twain Zephyr Rebuild Outreach Tour. Tabern will discuss 
the current renovations of the Mark Twain Zephyr, a former 
Burlington Great Northern Railroad train, and will sign copies 
of his book, Mark Twain Zephyr: History, Restoration & Re-birth.

Adult Coloring Returns!
Monday, July 19, 1:30-3:30 PM
Monday, August 16, 1:30-3:30 PM
Join us in adult coloring for relaxation. We’ll provide music, 
drinks, coloring pages, and colored pencils. Free! 

Movie Club Returns!
Tuesday, July 20, time TBA
Tuesday, Aug. 17, time TBA
Assuming the AMC is open, the library’s movie discussion 
group will meet to watch a new movie at the AMC Showplace. 
The exact time and title will be announced the week before. 
We’ll head to Perkins Restaurant afterwards for discussion.   

Free Movies Return!
Friday, July 16, 2:00 PM
Free showing of the movie The Courier. In 1962, a British 
electrical engineer turned MI6 agent relays crucial intelligence 
about the Soviet nuclear program to the CIA. Starring 
Benedict Cumberbatch and based on a true story. (111 min., 
rated PG-13, ©Lions Gate)

Friday, Aug. 13, 2:00 PM
Free showing of the movie French Exit. A widowed New York 
socialite, her aimless son, and their cat move to Paris after she 
spends the last of her husband’s inheritance. Starring Michelle 
Pfeiffer and based on a book read by the Tuesday/Thursday 
book clubs in 2019. (113 min., rated R, ©Sony Pictures)

All events open to teens ages 13-18 or in grades 8-12, 
unless otherwise specified. Call us or email 
johnd@galesburglibrary.org for more information or to 
sign up for all events. For Zoom events, you will need a 
free Zoom account and internet connection. Zoom links 
will be posted on the library website the day of event.

Nerf Party in the Park
Saturday, July 3, 12:00 noon – 2:00 PM
Join us at Standish Park for an outdoor Nerf challenge! 
You can bring your Nerf gear or use the library’s. Advance 
sign-up and permission slips are required. 

Teen Advisory Board
Thursday, July 8, 6:00-6:45 PM
Thursday, August 12, 6:00-6:45 PM
Join the Library’s Teen Advisory Board, where you can make 
YOUR voice heard about the library! You can suggest and 
vote on future teen events, talk about ways to improve the 
Teen Scene, and help find other ways to make teen services 
at the library better. We will meet outside in the library’s 
Storybook Garden on the Cherry Street side of the building.

Green Screen Photo Party
Thursday, July 8, 6:45-7:30 PM
Take some crazy photos in wild and unbelievable situations! 
Pose for photos in front of the library’s new green screen, 
then find images of exotic locations and strange situations 
to edit yourself into! Make sure not to wear green!

Water Balloon Havoc
Wednesday, July 14, 2:00-3:30 PM
What better ways to beat the summer heat than with water 
balloons? Play catch with balloons, try to run relay races, 
and eventually just throw balloons at each other! You should 
expect to get soaked and dress accordingly!

Dungeons & Dragons Club Online
Thursday, July 22, 4:00-6:00 PM
Thursday, August 26, 4:00-6:00 PM
Want to play Dungeons & Dragons from the comfort of your 
own home? Join the library’s online D&D club, using the 
platform Roll20! New players always welcome, even if you’re 
new to D&D and Roll20. You will need a computer with 
internet access, the ability to voice chat, and a free account 
on Roll20.

DIY Jewelry Making
Thursday, August 19, 6:45-7:30 PM
You need new accessories before school starts, so why not 
make them yourself? Make bracelets, pendants, or other 
jewelry with beads, charms, and more! Call the Reference 
Desk at 343-6118 or email reference@galesburglibrary.org 
to sign up.

Teen News
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GPL Mission Statement 
 

To serve the community as a 
general center of information, 

and to provide opportunity and 
encouragement for people to 

use its services and materials to 
meet their educational, personal, 

professional, recreational, and 
cultural needs.

Galesburg Public Library 
40 E. Simmons St.

Galesburg, IL 61401

Hours
Monday - Thursday:
9:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Friday & Saturday:
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sunday: Closed 
 
Closed: July 5 

Thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s Summer Reading Program! Reading really did color our world this 
summer! Check out some of the fun events we had, and be sure to join us on Saturday, July 3 for the all ages Grand Finale.

Summer Reading Wrap Up


